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Jamaica To Get COVID-19
Vaccines By Mid To Late
February
 CORONAVIRUS  FEBRUARY 3, 2021  WRITTEN BY: LATONYA LINTON

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, says the
Government has been advised by the COVAX Facility that the country is set to
receive between 146,400 and 249,600 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccines, by mid to
late February 2021.
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Speaking in the House of Representatives on Tuesday (February 2), Dr. Tufton said
this means that some 125,000 Jamaicans could receive vaccines by the end of
February into March.

Among those to receive the vaccines are front-line workers, including nurses and
doctors, and then vulnerable persons; chief among those are persons 60 years and
older.

“The availability of this vaccine is, of course, subject to the World Health Organization
(WHO) Emergency Use Listing and the indicative amount is based on the current
communication from the manufacturers, Serum Institute of India and SK
Bioscience,” Dr. Tufton said.

He further stated that if additional supplies under the COVAX arrangement are
received, the Ministry will be able to vaccinate some 450,000 Jamaicans by the end
of the year.

“I must hasten to caution that it is likely that the allocation could be adjusted upward
or downward depending on the present global circumstances and any anticipated
challenges that the Facility may encounter, which most likely would be issues
around manufacturing,” Dr. Tufton said.

“But, to date, so far so good [as the] commitments have remained true and this
latest correspondence that we have received is an indication of con�dence in the
process to deliver on the commitments that we have signed on to,” he added.

Dr. Tufton noted that there are several steps that must be taken, as Jamaica
prepares to receive its �rst shipment of COVID-19 vaccines.

Among them, he said, is having the necessary indemnity and liability frameworks in
place, in order to complete the agreement directly with AstraZeneca, as well as
�nalising other procurement matters with the COVAX Facility’s management.
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Jamaica records 468 Cases
of COVID-19
 CORONAVIRUS  FEBRUARY 17, 2021  WRITTEN BY: MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Jamaica has logged a record 468 positive cases of COVID-19 in a 24 hour period, even
as the public health system increases its testing across the island.  These positives
come from a set of 1,503 new samples that were tested in the last 24 hours and
brings the island’s COVID-19 case count to 19,773. The island’s daily positivity rate now
stands at 31.13%

Kingston & St. Andrew (172), St. Catherine (75), Manchester (59) and St. James (29)
were the parishes accounting for the largest contribution to the record number of
cases. The country is now managing some 6,513 cases across the island while some
251 of the active cases requiring hospitalization. There are now 49 moderately ill
COVID-19 patients and 19 more are in critical condition.

There were 49 patients, who have recovered from COVID-19 and have been released
from isolation in the last 24 hours.

Members of the public are again asked to take every precaution to guard against the
spread of this disease.  Jamaicans must adhere to the provisions under the Disaster
Risk Management Act, even as they increase their vigilance to the infection
prevention and control measures – washing hands frequently or using hand
sanitizer, keeping a physical distance of six feet from others; wearing masks and
avoiding crowded situations.   
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Inoculated With First Dose
Of COVID-19 Vaccine
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A total of 26,512 Jamaicans, including Prime Minister, the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness, and Opposition Leader, Mark Golding, have, so far, received their �rst
dose of the Oxford/AstraZeneca coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine.

This is the �rst of two doses, with the next to be administered within another
eight to 12 weeks.

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Health and Wellness, Dunstan Bryan, who
made the disclosure, noted that these persons, who comprise selected priority
groups, have been vaccinated as at Monday (March 22).

They include healthcare workers, Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF) and Jamaica
Defence Force (JDF) of�cers, and the elderly, with the majority falling in the 30-59
age cohort.

He was speaking during the weekly virtual COVID-19 Conversations press brie�ng
on Tuesday (March 23).

Mr. Bryan said a breakdown of the overall number of vaccinated persons shows
that 55 per cent of them are healthcare workers, 32 per cent are JCF and JDF
of�cers, and 11 per cent – the elderly, with the remaining 1.49 per cent falling
outside those priority groups.

“Some of these persons [outside the priority groups] represent those [who] in the
�rst couple of days were vaccinated because of excess doses that were in the
parish and persons were inoculated based on their presence,” the Permanent
Secretary indicated.

He said they have since resolved the issue, “and we believe that we have
cauterised this particular problem”.

“We now have a system in place with the call-out list, where only persons within
the speci�c groups… are vaccinated at the time,” Mr. Bryan stated.

He said the number of vaccinations administered represents 94 per cent of the
Ministry’s target for the �rst week of the exercise and 91 per cent for the second,
ending Tuesday (March 23).

“[In terms of] our target for the month, we have achieved 56 per cent of that, and
for the year we are one per cent,” he added.

Mr. Bryan pointed out that most of the persons vaccinated were from Kingston
and St. Andrew, and St. Catherine, noting that 60 per cent of those individuals
were female.
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For this week (March 22 to 28), focus is to be placed on vaccinating persons 75
years and older.

The Government has set a target to inoculate 65 per cent of the population by
March 31, 2022.
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Uncertainty looms over whether the Jamaican Government’s immunisation drive will be hamstrung after India placed a temporary
hold on all exports of the Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine.

Rising infections in the subcontinent have driven up domestic demand there and supplies to the COVAX Facility of the World
Health Organization (WHO) are expected to be derailed.

That emerging crisis is projected to cause more than a month of delays.

Howard Mitchell, chairman of the National Health Fund, which is charged with the responsibility of procuring vaccines, told The
Gleaner that he had a sense that the restrictions were near.

“We knew from long ago that any vaccines exported from India were subject to the permission of the Indian government, so we saw
the tightening upcoming,” Mitchell told The Gleaner.

Mitchell said there are ongoing negotiations with nine other vaccine manufacturers.

“What we are doing is spreading the net as far and as wide as possible with the hope of satisfying our small needs. We are
reaching out to anyone who has vaccines that we can acquire,” the NHF chairman stated.

Health Minister Dr Christopher Tufton admitted that the development will make it more difficult for Jamaica to source vaccines.

Jamaica is awaiting a shipment of 26,000 doses of AstraZeneca vaccines expected within two weeks, but with the ban, it is unclear
whether there will be a delay. More than 64,000 doses were shipped in mid-March.

As at Saturday, 24,502 doses had already been administered.

“It is hard for me to tell [whether those will be affected]. It is through COVAX and, therefore, we have no direct control or no direct
contact with AstraZeneca. I don’t know if they were already in the possession of COVAX or they were to be shipped. We can only
wait to hear,” Mitchell stated.

Dr Guna Muppuri, who has signed a deal for the exclusive importation and distribution in Jamaica of the India-made COVAXIN
vaccine, contends that it is now crunch time and the Government is in a conundrum.

“It is my belief, with the news now with AstraZeneca and that delay is going up to May and thereafter, there will be a lot more
demand from many countries and you are not sure when the COVAX vaccine will come unless the US government will pump their
excess. Everything is after July ... ,” Muppuri told The Gleaner.

COVAXIN, manufactured by Bharat Biotech, has not yet received WHO approval but has been used in several countries, including
in Guyana.

Muppuri believes it is now time for technocrats to decide whether in a pandemic, holding the hard-line stance that only WHO-
approved vaccine is the best approach.

“I believe that the time has come now for chief medical officer, the medical fraternity, and the pharmaceuticals to advise the
Government when to waive certain requirements and when to stand firm with certain requirements.

File

Dr Guna Muppuri, whose Indies Pharma has inked a deal to exclusively import the
COVAXIN vaccine.
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“If they go ahead and give approval for vaccine use without WHO pre-certification, they are going to face a certain amount of
criticism. If they don’t and stand firm on this condition, they will have people losing lives,” Muppuri reasoned.

“It is a very difficult scenario for the ministers and the Cabinet,” he added.

Muppuri made it clear that he was not forcing the Government to resile from its position.

He has also denied that there is a two-million minimum buy that the manufacturers of COVAXIN are requesting from Jamaican
authorities.

In the meantime, India High Commissioner Masakui Rungsung has touted COVAXIN as safe, even as he acknowledged the
position of the Government.

“My prime minister has taken it, my foreign minister has taken it. All my Cabinet ministers have taken this COVAXIN. We are simply
saying that if it is safe for my prime minister in India, it should be safe for my people, and if it is safe for 1.3 billion people, it should
be safe for people in other countries,” Rungsung told The Gleaner.

romario.scott@gleanerjm.com
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